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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1, 2, 7 all recite limitations lack antecedent basis in the claim. 

Claim 1 - "the loads", line 9; "the column mold", line 12 

Claim 2 - "the back side", Iine15 

Claim 7 - "the top plate edge", lines 35-36; "the column mold", line 36; 
"the frontal surface", page 8 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The claim recites the limitation "e.g. by welding", which is 
indefinite as it is unclear whether welding is an example or the intentional only option of 
securing methods. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Deskey etal (3369331). 

Regarding claim 1 : Deskey discloses a spot footing capable of securing a 
precast concrete or timber column to a foundation and/or for extending such a column, 
said spot footing comprising: 
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a base plate (A, see annotated drawing below) provided with a mounting hole 
(B), and a cylindrical protective casing (30) consisting of a top plate (C), a side wall part 
(D) having.an opening (34) and anchor bars (32), characterized in that the spot footing 
comprises two or more anchor bars (32, figure 7) secured to the top plate so that the 
loads are transmitted via anchor bars, the top plate, the wall part and the base plate, 
and the top plate consists of a thicker force-transmitting part (E) and a thin protective 
casing part (F), which is fittable against the column mold (22, figure 7). 
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Regarding claim 2 (as best understood): Spot footing according to claim 1, 
characterized in that one or more vertical anchor bars (figure 7, 39) are secured to the 
back side of the side wall part substantially on an axis of symmetry. 

Regarding claim 3: Spot footing according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
side walls of the protective casing are so shaped that, in respect of material strength, 
the center of gravity of the cross-section of the wall is located substantially at the center 
of the bolt hole (figures 1 , 7). 

Regarding claim 5: Spot footing according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
top plate of the protective casing is provided with a round hole (G) located in alignment 
with the hole in the base plate, allowing the use of prestressing cables. 

Regarding claim 6: Spot footing according to claim 1, characterized in that the 
anchor bars are so disposed in the top plate that the anchor bars are located 
substantially around the hole of the base plate (figure 7). 

Regarding claim 7: Spot footing according to claim 1 , characterized in that the 
top plate consists of two parts of different thicknesses, either so that the top plate edge 
fitted against the column mold is made of thinner material than part (figure 7), or so that 
the thinner part is secured to the frontal surface of the thicker part. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Deskey etal (3369331). 

Regarding claim 4: Deskey discloses the spot footing according to claim 1 , but 
does not expressly disclose that the hole of the base plate is elliptical. However, it 
would have been a matter of obvious design choice to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify the hole of Deskey to be elliptical (or any 
other shape) to accommodate various installation requirements, for example where 
more base plate surface would be required to allow for more bolts to securely anchor a 
device carrying more load and subject to more force. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 6:30am to 
2:30pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/506,566 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 3635 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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